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ALED  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

16  WOODLAND  ROAD  EAST, 
COLWYN  BAY. 

26th  July,  196L 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 
Aled  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Hughes  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  report  on  the  health  of  residents  in 
your  area  during  1960  and  my  survey  of  those  factors  under 
your  control  that  make  for  health. 

The  statistics  show  that  this  is  a healthy  area;  there  was 
very  little  infectious  disease  and  infant  life  is  well  guarded. 


The  report  shows  some  substantial  gains  in  preventive 
medicine.  Throughout  the  area,  vaccination  against  smallpox 
and  inoculation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus 
and  poliomyelitis,  have  been  accepted  more  freely  than 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  country.  This  is  in  no  small  measure 
due  to  the  propaganda  work  and  enthusiasm  of  District  and 
Parish  Councillors,  who  gave  time  and  effort  to  organising 
immunisation  sessions  in  village  halls  and  schools. 


I had  hoped  to  report  that  the  Llyn  Conwy  Water  scheme 
was  fully  functioning  by  1961.  This  has  not  been  achieved;  but 
much  work  has  been  done,  and  new  connections  with  existing 
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sources  have  done  much  to  bring  a sufficient  supply  to  many 
houses. 

“ Improvement  Grants  ” have  enabled  many  houseowners  to 
make  full  use  of  the  better  water  supply;  indoor  sinks,  baths, 
W.C.s,  etc.,  with  satisfactory  disposal  arrangements,  are 
becoming  more  and  more  common. 

Camping  has  also  been  tackled,  and  conditions,  at  once 
satisfactory  to  the  Council  and  acceptable  to  those  owners 
who  wish  to  run  good  camping  sites,  have  been  imposed  and 
are  being  implemented. 

Again,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  happy  relations 
which  exist  between  your  Officers  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Clerk,  Mr.  Brookes  Parry. 

This  report  includes  that  of  Mr.  Levesley.  It  shows  in  cold 
figures  some  of  his  work,  but  only  what  can  be  recorded,  and 
not  the  act,  the  helpfulness  and  kindliness  of  his  contacts.  I 
would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  latter. 


I would  also  like  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  your 
support  and  encouragement. 

Yours  sincerely, 

WM.  McKENDRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ALED  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  Acres 62,206 

Population : — 

(a)  1951  Census 7,054 

(b)  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  mid-1960  6,880 

Number  of  inhabited  Houses  2,256 

Rateable  Value £54,372 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £203 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male  Female  Total 

Total  54  ...  48  ...  102 

Legitimate 48  ...  42  ...  90 

Illegitimate 6 ...  6 ...  12 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

(a)  Crude 14.9 

(b)  Corrected  J ...  16.4 

Comparability  Factor  for  Births  1.10 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (per  cent,  of  total  live  births)...  11.7 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

Nil. 

DEATH  OF  INFANTS. 

There  was  one  infant  death,  and  she  died  before  reaching 
one  week  of  age. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  9.8 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Nil. 

DEATHS. 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths 33  ...  24  ...  57 

Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  : — 

(a)  Crude  8.3 

(b)  Corrected  8.96 

Comparability  figure  for  deaths  1.08 
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The  following  table  shows  the  chief  vital  statistics  for  the 
past  eight  years  : — 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

196  J 

Population  

7056 

7060 

7030 

6990 

6930 

6930 

6940 

6880 

Live  Births  

92 

90 

81 

te6 

91 

102 

95 

102 

Birth  Rate  

13.8 

14.1 

12.7 

13.6 

14.4 

16.3 

13.8 

14.9 

Still-births  

2 

3 

2 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

Birth  Rate  

0.28 

0.43 

9.28 

0.0 

0.28 

0.28 

0.14 

0 

Deaths 

67 

74 

90 

69 

76 

68 

52 

57 

Death  Rate  

8.3 

10.3 

12.6 

10.6 

11.7 

10.6 

8.1 

9.8 

Infant  Deaths  ... 

3 

1 

2 

3 

0 

3 

2 

1 

Infant  Death  Rate 

21 

11 

25 

35 

0 

29 

20 

9.8 

It  is  rather  surprising  that  the  estimated  population  should 
have  fallen.  The  births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  45  and  only 
once  during  the  eight  years  was  there  not  an  excess.  The 
number  of  inhabited  houses  has  also  increased  steadily,  and 
the  standard  of  old  houses  has,  thanks  to  the  Improvements 
Grants,  been  raised,  and  so  attracted  tenants  to  dwellings  that 
previously  were  most  undesirable. 

The  causes  of  deaths  were  as  follows : — 


Disease 


Male  Female  Total 


Cancer — Stomach  1 ...  1 

Lung  — ...  1 

Breast — ...  1 

Other  4 ...  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  brain  3 ...  2 

Coronary  disease  12  ...  1 

Hypertension — ...  2 

Other  heart  disease  3 ...  5 

Other  circulatory  disease  1 ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  1 

Other  respiratory  disease  2 ...  — 

Ulcer  of  stomach 1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate...  1 ...  5 

Other  ill-defined  diseases  2 

Motor  accidents  1 •••  — 

All  other  accidents 1 


Total 33  ...  24 


2 

1 

1 

6 

J 

13 

2 

8 

5 
1 
2 
1 

6 
2 
1 
1 


57 


These  facts  do  not  call  for  much  comment.  Cancer  does  not 
seem  to  increase.  Vascular  lesion  of  brain  (e.g.,  “ Stroke  ”) 
was  less  than  usual.  Coronary  disease  still  increases. 
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The  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred  were  as  follows: — 


Age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0—  1 

— 

.1. 

1 

1 

1—24 

— 

— 

— 

25—34  

— 

1 

1 

35—54  

5 

1 

6 

55—64  

4 

4 

8 

65  and  over  

24 

17 

41 

33 

... 

24 

59 

There  were  only  two  deaths  in 

persons  under  35 

(one  a 

premature  baby)  and  70  per  cent, 
persons  over  65,  years  of  age. 

of  the  deaths  occurred  in 

The  deaths  were 

distributed  over  the 

area  thus : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Abergele  

2 



2 

Bylchau  

1 

— 

1 

Betws-yn-Rhos  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Dolwen  

1 

— 

1 

Gian  Conway  ...  . 

8 

8 

16 

Glascoed 

2 

— 

2 

Groes  

1 

— 

1 

blanelian 

3 

2 

5 

Llanfair  T.H 

5 

4 

9 

blansannan  

3 

N.  . 

1 

4 

IJannefydd 



4 

4 

Trefnant  

2 

2 

4 

Trofartli  

— 

— 

33 

... 

24 

57 

At  monthly  meetings  I am  frequently  asked  how  statistics  of 
births  and  deaths  are  compiled.  It  is  necessary  to  understand 
that  no  matter  where  a woman,  whose  home  is  in  the  Aled, 
gives  birth  to  a baby,  that  birth  is  ultimately  attributed  to 
Aled  and,  similarly,  deaths  of  Aled  residents  are,  in  due  course, 
marked  against  Aled.  Thus  there  are  inward  and  outward 
transfers.  These  transfers  are  made  by  the  Registrar  General’s 
Office  in  London  provisionally  at  the  end  of  each  Quarter  and 
finally  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  fact,  very  few  births  or  deaths 
actually  occur  in  our  area — most  occur  in  neighbouring  hos- 
pitals. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


(1)  Laboratory  Services. 

(a)  Bacteriological:  Samples  of  water,  milk,  ice  cream, 
foods,  etc.,  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Bryn 
Hyfryd,  Conway,  where  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  and  his  staff 
examine  and  report  on  them.  This  service  is  a most  useful 
one.  It  is  made  even  more  beneficial  by  the  consultations  that 
frequently  result  when  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  freely  gives  of  his 
experience  and  that  of  his  colleagues.  The  Public  Plealth 
Laboratory  Service  provides  a network  of  Laboratories  and 
experts  over  the  entire  country  and  co-ordinates  all  informa- 
tion so  that  disease  and  threats  of  disease  may  be  controlled. 

Doctors  may  send  throat  and  nose  swabs,  feces,  urine, 
blood,  pus,  cerebro-spinal  fluids,  etc.  for  examination. 

In  1960,  62  samples  of  water  were  sent  for  testing,  18  of 
milk,  5 throat  swabs  and  9 other  specimens — a total  of  94. 


(b)  Prophylactic  and  Therapeutic  Agents:  Smallpox  vac- 
cine lympth,  gamma  globulin  and  prophylactic  T.A.F.  and  F.T. 
(anti-diphtheria)  are  stocked  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Conway. 

Typhus  vaccine,  rabies  vaccine  and  anthrax  vaccine,  for 
prophylactic  use  only,  are  held  at  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, 126  Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Royal  3636). 
Anthrax  vaccine  for  therapeutic  use  is  held  at  the  Fazakerley 
Hospital,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Aintree  2324)  (24-hour  service). 

Snake  anti-venum  and  Botulinus  anti-serum  are  held  at  the 
C.  & A.  Hospital,  Bangor  (Tel.  Bangor  3321)  (24-hour  service). 

Anti-yellow  fever  vaccine  is  obtainable  at  the  Regional 
Blood  Transfusion  Centre,  Halton  Gardens,  Liverpool  (Tel. 
Central  8433)  and  inoculations  are  given  by  appointment  only. 

Anti-cholera,  anti-tetanus  and  whooping  cough  vaccine 
must  be  obtained  through  the  usual  trade  channels. 

Anti-vaccine  for  tropical  snakes  is  held  only  at  the  Dis- 
pensary, Royal  South  Hants,  and  Southampton  Hospital, 
Southampton  (Tel.  Southampton  26211)  (24-hour  service). 
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(c)  Pathological  and  Biochemical:  Doctors  may  send  speci- 
mens likely  to  help  in  the  diagnosis  of  disease,  for  biochemical 
and  pathological  examination,  to  the  Laboratories  of  the 
Hospital  Board  at  the  Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl. 

(d)  Chemical:  Water,  Food  and  Drugs  are  analysed  at 
Chester.  Samples  of  water  are  tested  for  purity,  e.g.,  freedom 
from  non-bacteriological  contaminants  such  as  vegetation  and 
poisons.  This  test  differs  from  the  bacteriological  test  in  that 
it  gives  information  as  to  past  pollution — water  that,  as  a 
result  of  storage  or  treatment,  may,  at  the  moment,  be  safe 
but  may  cease  to  be  so,  will  pass  the  bacteriological  test  but 
not  a chemical  test;  whereas  water  may  be  contaminated 
locally  and  pass  the  chemical  test  yet  fail  bacteriologically. 

Food  and  Drugs  are  sampled  by  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Inspector  to  the  Denbigh  County  Council,  whose  report  I am 
glad  to  append  : — 


Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  ALED 
RURAL  DISTRICT  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1960. 


Not  Genuine,  or 

Article  No.  taken  Genuine  Sub-standard 


Milk  9 ...  8 ...  1 

Cheese  1 ...  1 ...  — 

Bread 1 ...  1 ...  — 

Jam  1 ...  1 ...  — 

Tinned  Carrots 1 ...  1 ...  — 

Ice  Cream  2 ...  2 ...  — 

Rum  1 ...  1 ...  — 


Totals 16  ...  15  ...  1 


Of  the  nine  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  from  this 
area  during  the  year,  one  of  them  was  found  to  contain  extraneous 
water.  This  was  a sample  taken  from  a churn  awaiting  collection  at  a 
farm  for  eventual  delivery  to  a wholesale  dairy.  “Appeal  to  Cow  ” 
samples  were  taken  at  the  farm  and  a thorough  investigation  was  made 
into  all  the  circumstances.  However,  after  consultation  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  County  Council,  the  farmer  was  cautioned. 

(Signed)  THOS.  H.  EVANS, 

17  Vicarage  Hill,  Chief  Inspector, 

Wrexham.  County  of  Denbigh. 

1st  June,  1961. 

(e)  Chlorine  Test  of  Water:  Water  is  treated  with  Chlorine 
to  kill  bacteria.  The  amount  of  Chlorine  needed  varies  and  so, 
in  order  to  keep  control,  the  Water  Engineer  has  an  apparatus 
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whereby  he  can  find  whether  or  not  the  quantity  added  is  cor- 
rect. The  apparatus  is  used  frequently. 

(f)  Milk  Supplies:  Milk  is  tested  for  dirt,  added  water,  etc., 
by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Officer  of  the  Denbigh  County  Council, 
but  it  is  tested  at  its  source.  The  housewife  is  concerned  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  milk  when  she  receives'  it.  The  Aled  Public 
Health  Inspector  takes  samples  at  the  point  of  delivery  and 
has  them  tested  for  keeping  quality.  In  1960,  18  such  samples 
were  taken. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

There  are  ambulances  provided  by  or  subsidised  by  the 
County  Council  and  stationed  at  strategic  points  throughout 
this  end  of  the  County.  They  are  stationed  thus: — 


Denbigh 2 

Llangerniew  1 

Llanrwst  1 

Abergele 1 

Colwyn  Bay 4 
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The  day-to-day  administration  of  this  service  is  my  respon- 
sibility. 

The  service  is  partly  professional  (with  five  paid  drivers) 
and  partly  voluntary ; the  Denbigh  and  the  Llanrwst  St. 
John’s  Ambulance  Divisions  and  the  Abergele  and  the  Colwyn 
Bay  Voluntary  Ambulance  Corps  supply  the  manpower  during 
evenings,  nights,  week-ends  and  holidays. 

Control  of  this  service  is  difficult;  claims  for  transport 
grow  and  many  claims  cannot  be  justified  on  medical  grounds. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(1)  Nurses  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  treat- 
ment of  sick  persons  at  home.  These  nurses  act  on  the 
instructions  of  family  doctors. 

(2)  Home  Helps  are  women  sent  to  help  in  the  manage- 
ment of  homes  while  the  housewife  is  incapacitated.  They  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council  and  are  supervised  by  the 
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Health  Visitors.  This  service  is  not  free— a charge  is  made 
according  to  a scale  based  on  income.  Nor  is  it  unlimited.  The 
service  is  only  intended  to  be  provided  during  temporary  in- 
capacity— not  as  a permanent  help  to  all  and  sundry. 


CLINICS. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows: — ■ 

(a)  At  Colwyn  Bay  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road: 

Monday — (1)  Family  Planning:  This  is  provided  by  a 
voluntary  committee,  but  meets  in  the  Clinic  premises 
and  co-ordinates  its  work  with  other  work  of  the 
Health  Department. 

Tuesday — (2)  Child  Welfare  Centre : Every  week  at  2 p.m. 

Wednesday — (3)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  for  school 
children,  by  appointment. 

(4)  Ophthalmic  Clinic  for  school  children,  by  appoint- 
ment. 

Thursday — (5)  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.,  alternate 
weeks. 

Friday — (6)  Toddlers’  Clinic  at  2 p.m.,  by  appointment 
made  at  the  Tuesday  Clinic  or  through  the  Health 
Visitors. 

(b)  At  Llysfaen  Church  House: 

Monday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  First  and  third  Monday 
each  month  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

(c)  At  Mochdre  Village  Hall: 

Monday — Child  Welfare  Clinic : Second  and  fourth 

Monday  each  month  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

(d)  At  Gian  Conway  Church  House: 

Monday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  Second  and  fourth 

Monday  each  month  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

(e)  At  Llanddulas  (Beulah  Schoolroom): 

Monday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  First  Monday  each 

month  at  2 p.m. 


12 


(f)  At  Church  House,  Elwy  Road,  Rhos-on-Sea: 

Tuesday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  Second  and  fourth  Tues- 
day each  month  from  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 


(g)  At  Llansannan: 

Thursday — Child  Welfare  Clinic:  Second  Thursday  each 
month  at  2 p.m. 


(h)  At  Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele: 

Thursday — Child  Welfare  Clinic  every  Thursday  at  2 p.m. 

(i)  At  the  Clinic,  Middle  Lane,  Denbigh: 

Wednesday — Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  and  1 p.m. 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays. 


DAY  NURSERY. 

There  is  no  Day  Nursery  in  the  area. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

(a)  Smallpox:  Forty-seven  children  were  vaccinated  against 
smallpox  during  1960.  This  is  an  increase  from  35  in  1959  and 
is  48  per  cent,  of  the  96  births  that  occurred  during  1959. 

(b)  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus:  Sixty-two 
children  received  a primary  course  of  3 injections  against 
these  diseases  and  15  had  booster  doses.  Forty-three  were 
immunised  in  1959.  These  figures  show  an  increased  willing- 
ness of  parents  to  have  their  children  protected,  but  it  still 
only  amounts  to  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  infant  population. 
This  is  not  adequate  for  security. 

(c)  Poliomyelitis:  During  1960,  118  persons  received  pri- 
mary protection  against  this  disease  and  365  received 
“ booster  ” doses.  These  were  not  very  satisfactory  figures, 
but  a very  marked  increase  in  the  numbers  protected  in  the 
Spring  of  1961  made  good!  the  defect. 

All  Parishes  have  been  visited  and  two  or  more  evening 
sessions  held  in  the  village  halls  or  schools. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  area.  It  does  not  call  for  comment  except  to  note  that 
the  total  cases  were  20;  there  were  79  cases  in  1959. 


Cases  notified 


u 

l -O 

m 

m 

»n 

o 

( n 
QJ 

o 

u 

|_ 

u 

u 

be 

>> 

o 

a 

•a 

•o 

T—i 

c 

c 

C 

£ 

*,~~l 

g 

3 

a 

■*-» 

V-i 

<v 

C 

•o 

c 

-o 

c 

< 

G 

D 

a 

s 

rt 

m 

m 

</) 

•c 

u 

£ 

e. 


*0 

rt 

1.0 

VO 


Diphtheria  









. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

6 — 

— 

— 

4 

2 — 

Non-Pul.  Tuberculosis  



— 

— 





Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Pneumonia  

1 — 

— 

1 





.Scarlet  Fever 

2 — 

— 

2 





Erysipelas  

Measles  

7 — 

2 

5 

— 



Whooping  Cough  

3 — 

2 

— 

— 

1 — 

Paratyphoid  

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

Total  

20  — 

4 

8 

5 

3 — 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  public  are  now  alive  to  the  risk  of  tuberculosis,  and 
have  ceased  to  be  afraid  of  it.  Consequently,  cases  are  no 
longer  “ hidden.”  Contacts  come  for  a “ check  up  ” and  infec- 
tious persons  seek  treatment  and  isolation  when  this  is  offered. 
Nine  new  cases  were  notified  as  follows: — 


New  Cases  during  Year 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Age  Periods  M F M F 


0—  1 — 

1—4 — 1 

5—9  

15—19  — 1 

20—24  — 1 

25—34  — 1 

35—44  1 

45—54  1 1 

55-64  1 

Over  65 — 1 


Total 3 6 
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The  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  is  shown  below: — 


On  Register  1/1/60. 


Pulmonary : 

Male 21 

Female 28 

Non-Pulmonary : 

Male  2 

l'emale 6 

Total 57 


On  Register  31/12/60. 


Pulmonary : 

Male 23 

Female 24 

Non-Pulmonary : 

Male 2 

Female 4 

Total  53 


The  numbers  on  the  Register  are  beginning  to  fall. 

There  was  no  special  Mass  X-Ray  Survey  in  the  Aled  in 
1960,  but  attendances  at  Denbigh,  Rhyl  and  Colwyn  Bay  were 
good. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Bylchau  and  District  Water  Supply  Scheme:  Apart  from  a 
few  instances  of  discolour  due  to  rust,  this  supply  has  con- 
tinued to  be  satisfactory.  The  complaints  arising  from  rust 
have  occurred  where  there  are  few  tappings  in  long  lengths 
of  main  and  particularly  at  the  ends  of  such  lengths.  Regular 
washing  out  of  the  mains  at  these  points  has  effected  improve- 
ments in  some  cases,  but  there  are  isolated  instances  where 
the  trouble  continues.  Water  with  rust  particles  in  suspension 
is  not  harmful  but  can  be  unpalatable  and  can  also  have  a 
staining  effect  on  fabrics. 

Betws-yn-Rhos:  This  supply  continued  to  be  satisfactory 
during  normal  periods,  but  during  an  exceptionally  dry  sum- 
mer the  supply  failed,  necessitating  the  transport  of  water 
to  the  village.  The  new  main  supply  soon  to  be  available  will 
be  a great  boon  in  this  area,  particularly  to  the  farming 
community. 

Cefn  and  Trefnant:  The  main  supply  to  these  parishes  con- 
tinues to  be  satisfactory. 

Gian  Conway  and  Llanelian:  The  supper  regions  of  Gian 
Conway  and  Llanelian  have  now  been  connected  to  the  new 
Llyn  Conwy  main  supply. 

Llanfairtalhaiarn:  The  comments  regarding  the  existing 
unsatisfactory  supply  to  this  village  made  in  last  year’s  report 
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still  apply.  Regular  sampling  of  the  water  has  been  continued 
and  has  shown  that  the  efforts  made  by  the  Surveyor  in  main- 
taining an  adequate  chlorination  of  the  water  have  been  suc- 
cessful. 

General:  The  general  situation  regarding  water  supply  in 
the  rural  district  continues  to  improve.  The  rate  of  connection 
to  newly-laid  mains  is  not  as  quick  as  one  would  hope  for.  It 
will  probably  require  another  severe  drought  to  encourage  all 
those  to  whom  the  main  is  available  to  make  the  necessary 
connections. 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Details  of  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Conway  are 
appended. 

The  unsatisfactory  sample  from  Llanfairtalhaiarn  coincided 
with  what  afterwards  was  found  to  be  a temporary  break- 
down in  the  chlorinator. 

A chemical  analysis  of  the  Llyn  Bran  Water  Supply,  supply- 
ing the  Bylchau  and  District  \Vater  Scheme,  was  made  by  the 
Public  Analyst.  His  reports  were  as  under: — 

(a)  Before  Treatment:  This  sample  is  coloured  brown, 
probably  by  peat.  The  water  is  soft  and  contains  some  organic 
matter  probably  from  the  peat. 

(b)  After  Treatment:  The  chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory. 
The  treatment  of  the  water  has  removed  the  colour.  The  pH 
and  temporary  hardness  have  both  increased,  the  residual 
chlorine  is  about  correct. 


Bacteriological  Examinations: 

Number  of  samples  taken 50 

Number  of  above  giving  satisfactory  results 42 

Number  giving  unsatisfactory  results 8 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES. 
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PRIVATE  WATER  SUPPLIES,  1960. 


Number  of  samples  taken  from  private  supplies 17 

Number  of  above  giving  satisfactory  results 15 

Number  of  private  supplies  investigated  28 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Sewage  disposal  in  the  built-up  areas  has  continued  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  new  sewage  works  for  the  Allt  Goch  area 
of  Trefnant  will  probably  be  completed  during  1961.  There 
have  been  several  requests  of  late  from  owners  of  houses 
where  main  sewerage  is  not  available  for  assistance  in  dealing 
with  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  required  cleansing.  This 
generally  necessitates  the  use  of  a cesspool  emptier,  and  as 
the  Council  does  not  provide  a cesspool  emptying  service  such 
enquirers  have  been  referred  to  adjoining  authorities  who 
have  the  necessary  equipment. 

Problems  in  connection  with  septic  tank  drainage  are  likely 
to  increase  as  more  properties  are  provided  with  main  water. 
There  is  a common  misconception  that  septic  tanks  of  a 
standard  pattern  will  operate  satisfactorily  for  indefinite 
periods  in  all  conditions.  It  is  in  fact  rare  to  find  the  siting  of 
such  tanks  in  positions  and  types  of  sub-soil  which  are  in  all 
respects  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

A flat  site  on  heavy  clay  provides  a condition  where  the 
operation  of  such  methods  of  sewage  disposal  will  present 
difficulties.  In  conditions  such  as  these,  the  only  satisfactory 
method  of  sewage  disposal  would  be  by  cesspool,  which  would 
necessitate  regular  emptying  as  referred  to  above. 

Details  of  chemical  analysis  of  a number  of  sewage  works 
in  the  district  are  appended.  The  results  of  such  analysis  in 
respect  of  Trefnant  sewage  works  indicated  the  need  for  an 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  effluent.  Samples  taken 
subsequently  show  that  such  an  improvement  had  been 
effected  following  structural  improvements  at  the  disposal 
works. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS:  TREFNANT  SEWAGE  WORKS. 

26/5/60. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5 days  at  65°F. 


(B.O.D.)  1.0 

Suspended  Matter  ...  6.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hours 

at  80°F ; 1.25 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  6.2 

Reaction  pH  7.2 

Stability  Test  (Methylene  Blue,  5 days)  Satisfactory 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 0.24 

Appearance  Slightly  brown, 

slightly  turbid 

Odour Nil 


Remarks : There  is  considerable  pollution  of  this  stream,  possibly  the 
sewage  effluent  has  very  little  dilution  by  the  stream  water  or  it  may 
be  that  the  effluent  itself  is  not  very  good. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS:  LLANFAIR  T.H.  SEWAGE 
WORKS.  20/5/60. 


Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5 days  at  65QF. 

(B.O.D.)  1.0 

Suspended  Matter  .•  ...  1.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hours 

at  80°  F.  0.21 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  2.6 

Reaction  pH  6.5 

Stability  Test  (Methylene  Blue,  5 days)  Satisfactory 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 0.64 

Appearance  Colourless,  clear 

Odour Nil 


Remarks : This  is  a satisfactory  sewage  effluent  fit  to  discharge  into  a 
stream. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS:  TREFNANT  SEWAGE  WORKS. 

22/7/60. 


Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5 days  at  65° F. 

(B.O.D.)  5.0 

Suspended  Matter  5.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hours 

at  80°  F 1.27 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  6.0 

Reaction  pH  6.8 

Stability  Test  (Methylene  Blue,  5 days)  Unsatisfactory 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 0.28 

Appearance  Brown,  slightly 

turbid 

Odour Nil 


Remarks : The  figures  for  B.O.D.  and  Suspended  Matter  are  high. 
The  effluent  requires  further  purification. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS:  LLANSANNAN  SEWAGE  WORKS. 

20/5/60. 


Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5 days  at  65“F. 

(B.O.D.)  ' 3.0 

Suspended  Matter  3.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hours 

at  80°  F 1.04 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  3.1 

Reaction  pH  6.8 

Stability  Test  (Methylene  Blue,  5 days)  Satisfactory 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 1.0 

Appearance  Slightly  coloured 

and  slightly  turbid 

Odour Nil 


Remarks : The  figure  for  B.O.D.  is  slightly  high ; in  other  respects  the 
sample  is  satisfactory.  Improvement  in  the  B.O.D.  is  desirable. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


Collections Fortnightly 

Number  of  Ashbins  collected 1,564 

Total  mileage  covered  12,628 

Total  cost  of  Service £2,687 

Number  of  vehicles  employed 1 

Number  of  tip  sites  1 


Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year 
through  a major  breakdown  in  the  Council’s  Karrier  refuse 
collector.  This  vehicle  was  off  the  road  for  over  a month  and 
during  this  period  a substitute  vehicle  was  hired. 

The  increase  in  caravan  camps  has  added  considerably  to 
the  work  of  refuse  collection  during  summer  months.  Tipping 
has  been  satisfactorily  maintained  at  the  main  tip  at  Llan- 
nefydd  and  refuse  from  Gian  Conway  continues  to  be  tipped 
at  Colwyn  Bay  by  arrangement  with  the  Borough  Council. 

It  will  soon  be  necessary  to  secure  a site  for  a new  refuse 
tip  as  the  Llannefydd  tip  will  soon  be  filled. 


RETAIL  MILK  SUPPLIES. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order,  1960. 


The  Aled  Rural  District  has  now  been  included  as  an  area 
specified  as  one  in  which  only  “ specially  designated  ” milk 
may  be  sold  by  retail.  Such  milks  are  pasteurised  and  sterilised 
milks  which  are  heat  treated,  and  tuberculin-tested  milk  which 
has  not  been  heat  treated. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1960. 


As  a result  of  the  above  regulations,  licensing  of  dealers 
will  now  be  a matter  for  the  County  Council  as  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority. 


Number  of  Visits  and  Inspections  25 

Number  of  Distributors  9 

Supplementary  Licences 5 

Samples : — 

Bacteriological 15 

Biological  5 


The  above  were  all  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAM. 


Number  of  Premises  registered  for  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  20 

Number  of  Premises  registered  for  Manufacture  Nil 

New  registrations  during  the  year 1 


FOOD  SHOPS  AND  LICENSED  PREMISES. 


Number  of  Food  Shops 31 

Number  of  Licensed  Premises 12 

Number  of  Licensed  Clubs 2 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955,  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE 
REGULATIONS. 

No  statutory  action  was  necessary  in  connection  with  the 
above  regulations.  All  the  premises  concerned  were  found  to  be 
well  maintained,  but  a number  of  shops  do  not  comply  with 
the  regulations.  Informal  action  is  continuing,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  all  will  eventually  comply  without  recourse  to  statutory 
action. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Sixty-two  tins  of  various  meat  products  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


SCHOOLS. 


Number  of  Primary  Schools 
Number  of  Private  Schools 
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12 

2 


. One  of  the  three  primary  schools  referred  to  last  year  has 
now  been  supplied  with  main  water.  Of  the  two  remaining, 
one  is  within  a short  distance  of  a recently-laid  main  and 
will,  it  is  hoped,  shortly  be  connected.  The  third  school  (Tro- 
farth)  will  be  supplied  eventually  by  the  proposed  Llyn  Conwy 
supply  to  that  area. 


CARAVANS  AND  CARAVAN  SITES. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960, 
became  law  during  the  year.  This  Act  made  substantial 
changes  in  the  law  in  respect  of  caravan  sites. 

Occupiers  of  existing  sites  were  required  to  apply  for  site 
licences  before  29th  October,  1960.  The  number  of  such  appli- 
cations was  24,  involving  approximately  709  caravans. 


Number  of  Caravans  in  area  during  1959  622 

Possible  number  in  area  during  1960  679 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with  Caravans  and 
Caravari  Sites  89 


The  Act  required  the  Council  to  formulate  conditions  to 
attach  to  licences,  regard  being  had  to  Model  Standards 
specified  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government. 
Such  standards  have  been  approved  by  the  Council  and  will 
be  attached  to  all  licences. 

The  Council  has  not  required  the  installation  of  water- 
borne sanitation,  largely  for  the  reasons  given  in  the  notes 
under  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  aim  has  been  to  secure 
caravan  sites  suited  to  rural  areas,  and  the  introduction  of  any 
condition  likely  to  produce  sites  suitable  for  permanent 
occupation,  as  opposed  to  holiday  use  only,  has  been  avoided 
as  far  as  possible. 

There  are  only  three  caravans  in  the  rural  area  which  are 
permanently  occupied. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955.  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 

Number  of  Licensed  Slaughtermen  

Number  of  Licensed  Slaughterhouses 

Number  of  Knacker’s  Yards; 
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8 

2 

1 


During  the  year,  the  Council’s  report  on  slaughterhouse 
facilities  in  the  district  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  amount  of  slaughtering  in  the  district  for  meat  for 
human  consumption  is  very  small.  Sheep  only  were  slaughtered 
at  the  two  private  slaughterhouses.  The  greater  part  of  meat 
sold  is  obtained  from  outside  the  district.  There  were  no  com- 
plaints in  connection  with  meat  supplied  by  the  local  butchers. 


RODENT  DESTRUCTION. 


Number  of  Farms  inspected  702 

Infestations  found 123 

Business  Premises  inspected 60 

Infestations  found  ...  ...  16 

Council  Properties  inspected  88 

Council  Properties  treated 3 


The  system  whereby  the  Urban  District  of  Abergele,  and  the 
Rural  Districts  of  St.  Asaph  and  Aled  employ  jointly  a Rodent 
Officer  for  the  implementation  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the 
Pests  Act,  1949,  continues  to  operate  smoothly. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

No  action  is  required  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS:  HOUSE  PURCHASE  & HOUSING  ACT, 
1959;  HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958. 

Discretionary  Grants: 

Number  of  applications  considered  from  7/3/50 — 


31/12/59  ...  192 

Applications  not  proceeded  with  up  to  above  period  43 

Grant-aided  schemes  up  to  31/12/59 149 


Applications  considered  during  current  year 41 

Number  not  proceeded  with  during  current  year  1 


— 40 

Total  number  of  Grant-aided  schemes  proceeded  — 

with  since  inception  of  the  Act  189 

Total  value  of  grant  aid  in  respect  of  schemes 

proceeded  with  £40,298 

Value  of  Grant-aided  schemes  during  current  year  £9,828 

Value  of  uncompleted  schemes  at  close  of  current 

year  (work  in  progress)  ...  £6,666 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  applications...  207 
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Number  of  meetings  of  Improvements  Grant  Com- 
mittee  ...  7 

Number  of  grants  repaid  during  course  of  current 

year Nil 

Standard  Grants: 

Grant-aided  schemes  up  to  31/12/59 3 

Applications  received  during  current  year  ...  .„  ...  7 

Applications  refused  1 

— 6 

Total  number  of  schemes  proceeded  with  since  — 

inception  of  the  Act 9 

Value  of  Grant-aided  schemes  for  current  year  ...  £615 

Amount  of  grant  paid  during  course  of  year  £370 


Value  of  work  in  progress  £245 


It  will  be  noted  that,  including  the  schemes  not  yet  pro- 
ceeded with,  198  applications  have  been  dealt  with  since  the 
Council  decided  to  undertake  the  making  of  Improvement 
Grants.  This,  allowing  for  Council  Houses  not  normally  in- 
cluded, means  that  over  10.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of 
inhabited  houses  in  the  area  have  been  considered  for  im- 
provement grants.  It  is  anticipated  that  with  the  increased 
number  of  water  mains  the  number  of  applications  will  con- 
tinue to  increase. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  following  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 
No  statutory  action  was  necessary,  all  matters  referred  to 
being  dealt  wtth  informally. 


Housing  Conditions  16 

Drainage  5 

Rodent  Infestations  29 

Food  3 

Insect  Nuisance  ...  1 

Public  Water  Supplies 6 

Private  Water  Supplies 3 

Re  Rise  33 

Keeping  of  Animals 2 

Caravans  and  Moveable  Dwellings ...  1 


HOUSING  GENERALLY. 

Reliance  is  being  placed  on  encouraging  house  owners  to 
avail  themselves  of  improvement  grants  in  order  to  achieve  an 
improved  standard  of  housing  throughout  the  rural  district. 
Closng  orders  have  been  applied  in  a number  of  instances. 
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One  such  order  was  rescinded  where  the  owner  put  forward 
proposals  for  the  improvement  of  the  property  concerned. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  GENERALLY. 

HOUSING  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 
• ELSEWHERE. 


1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Sec.  16  Housing  Act,  1957  — 


2. — Unfit  Houses  closed: 

(1)  Under  Sec.  II.  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Secs.  10  (1) 
and  11  (2)  Uocal  Government  (Misc.  Prov.)  Act,  1953, 
and  Sec.  16  (4)  Housing  Act,  1957  6 


3. — Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  Houses  in  which  defects 
remedied : 

(1)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  24 

(2)  After  formal  action : — 

(a)  Public  Health  Act — 

(b)  Housing.  Act  i — 

(3)  Under  Sec.  5 Plousing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 

and  Sec.  24  Housing  Act,  1957  — 


4. — Unfit  Houses  in  temporary  use: 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1957,  Sec.  34  or  53 

(2)  Sec.  17  (2)  


RENT  ACT,  1957. 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  during  the  year. 
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